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WHAT GOES AROUND
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REPORT
A market opportunity to be realised







EXPLORING DIFFERENT 
ASPECTS
• Levels of hazardous chemicals in recycled materials

• State of play for recycling

• Recycling methods

• Chain of custody models 

• Tracking of chemical content 

• Regulation and policies

• Biobased materials in circular economy

• Corporate Case Studies

• The financial aspect

• Focus on plastics packaging and textiles



WE FOUND
• State of play: increased use of virgin materials 

and low recycling levels.

• Chemicals of concern in materials is an im-
portant reason for this. 

• Mechanical recycling will remain the main 
recycling technology for the foreseeable future.

• Establishing nontoxic waste streams the key to 
scaling up the circular economy. 

• A substantial market opportunity can be realised 
through the increased usability of recycled 
materials. 
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THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF 
CHEMICALS IN A CIRCULAR ECONOMY
A market opportunity to be realised



PUT A PRICE ON IT

• How much material gets recycled if we 
do nothing?

• How much recycling can be achieved if 
we act?

• What is the value of the additional 
recycled material?



MATERIAL FLOW AND 
VALUE

o Plastic packaging and textiles 
oUse of virgin material
oGeneration of waste
oRecycling and recycled material
oVirgin and recycled material prices

Textile recycling currently too immature to 
make projections. 



THE PROBLEM OF SIZING 
THE PROBLEM

Key questions:

o How much recyclable material is 
discarded?

o How large share of this material is 
discarded due to hazardous chemical

o How large increase in recycling can 
be achieved through early action?



A BIG POND

• The plastic packing recycling market 
is a billion-euro market and increasing

• Low current recycling rates imply a 
large unrealized market potential

• If the recycling rate can be increased 
between 5%-30% from 2025 
€1 – €8 billion could be realized 

• Even a small share can result in big 
market opportunities
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
POLICYMAKERS
How to set the stage for circular economy to takeoff



POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS

• Speed up phase-out of hazardous chemicals

• Same requirements for virgin and recycled 
materials

• Transparency and information flow is key

• Consider the feasibility of material recycling in all 
socioeconomic and impact assessments

• Bonus/malus for frontrunners/laggards

• Definition of “Recycled” must be clear



TIME FOR QUESTIONS
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