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WELCOME! The webinar will begin shortly.

A recording of the webinar and the slides will be
available afterwards.
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TODAY

• Introduction 
• The restriction proposal
• How to respond to the public 

consultation
• Questions - use the Q&A function!
• ChemSec resources related to 

PFAS

q Slides and recording will be available 
afterwards

q A written guide on how to respond to the 
consultation will be sent out afterwards

Anna Lennquist
ChemSec

Jenny Ivarsson
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Preparation

Jan 2020
First meeting

May – July 2020
Call for evidence

July 2021 – Oct 2021
2nd stakeholder consultation

13 January 2023
Submission 
of proposal

7 February 2023
Publication of

proposal

Stakeholder interviews, literature search, meetings

Oct 2021 – Jan 2023
Drafting of proposal



Column 1

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) 
defined as:

Any substance that contains at least one fully 
fluorinated methyl (CF3-) or methylene (-CF2-) 
carbon atom (without any H/Cl/Br/I attached to 
it).

A substance that only contains the following 
structural elements is excluded from the scope of 
the restriction:

CF3-X or X-CF2-X’,
where X = -OR or -NRR’ and

X’ = methyl (-CH3), methylene (-CH2-), an 
aromatic group, a carbonyl group (-C(O)-), -
OR’’, -SR’’ or –NR’’R’’’;

and where R/R’/R’’/R’’’ is a hydrogen (-H), 
methyl (-CH3), methylene (-CH2-), an aromatic 
group or a carbonyl group (-C(O)-).

= OECD PFAS definition 2021
Over 10 000 substances covered. Some examples:

The proposal - chemical definition



Column 1

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) 
defined as:

Any substance that contains at least one fully 
fluorinated methyl (CF3-) or methylene (-CF2-) 
carbon atom (without any H/Cl/Br/I attached to 
it).

A substance that only contains the following 
structural elements is excluded from the scope of 
the restriction:
CF3-X or X-CF2-X’,
where X = -OR or -NRR’ and

X’ = methyl (-CH3), methylene (-CH2-), an 
aromatic group, a carbonyl group (-C(O)-), -
OR’’, -SR’’ or –NR’’R’’’;
and where R/R’/R’’/R’’’ is a hydrogen (-H), methyl 
(-CH3), methylene (-CH2-), an aromatic group or 
a carbonyl group (-C(O)-).

A few specific types of PFASs can be completely degraded in 
the environment. These are therefore excluded from the scope:
CF3-O- / CF3-N<  
-CF2-O- / -CF2-N<

Examples:

The proposal - chemical definition



Proposed restriction

Ban on manufacture, use and placing on the market

• As substances on their own
• As a constituent in

o another substance
o a mixture
o an article

≥ 25 ppb for any PFASs
≥ 250 ppb for sum of PFASs
≥ 50 ppm* for PFASs

* If total fluorine exceeds 50 mg F/kg the manufacturer, importer or downstream user shall upon request provide to the 
enforcement authorities a proof for the fluorine measured as content of either PFASs or non-PFASs.



Restriction Options assessed (RO)

Full ban of all uses

• Transition period: 18 months
RO1



Restriction Options assessed (RO)

Ban with use-specific derogations
• Transition period: 18 months
• Duration of derogation: 

o 5-years 
o 12-years

• Time-unlimited derogations (specifically justified)
o Active substances in biocidal products, plant protection products and 

pharmaceuticals
o Refrigerants in HVACR-equipment in buildings where national safety 

standards and building codes prohibit the use of alternatives
o Calibration of measurement instruments and as analytical reference 

materials
• Mandatory reporting in relation to majority of derogations
• Requirement for a site-specific management plan 

RO2



Phase-out timelines

EIF 18 months 6.5 years 13.5 years

Ban without a 
derogation

Time-unlimited 
derogations 

(5 derogations)

12 year derogation
(33, of which 17 are marked for 

reconsideration)

5 year derogation
(11, of which 3 are marked 

for reconsideration)



Proposed restriction conditions - derogations

Food contact materials
for industrial food and feed

production

Alternatives under development
but not available at entry into

force

5 years

Two standard derogation timeframes chosen
Examples:

Implantable medical
devices

Identification, development
and certification of

alternatives needed

12 years



Restriction process – next steps

• Public Consultation, 22 March – 25 
September 2023

• ECHA opinion making
o Committee for Risk Assessment 

(RAC) Committee for Socio-
Economic Analysis (SEAC)

• Decision by the Commission and the 
Member States, ca 2025/26

14



How to reply to the public consultation

Submitted restrictions under consideration -
ECHA (europa.eu)
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https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/72301/term
https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/72301/term


How to reply to the public consultation

Annex XV report – Summary, proposed restriction pp. 4-8 (scope, 
derogations)
Annex A - Uses
Annex B - Hazard and risk
Annex C - Justification for action on a Union-wide basis
Annex D - Baseline
Annex E - Impact Assessment
Annex F - Assumptions, uncertainties and sensitivities
Annex G - Stakeholder information
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How to reply to the public consultation

Submitted restrictions under consideration -
ECHA (europa.eu)
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https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/72301/term
https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/72301/term


How to reply to the public consultation

• Changes are made based on information submitted to the Public 
Consultation

• Substantiated scientific evidence is key:
o Alternatives, impacts (costs and benefits), missed uses, tonnages 

and emissions, R&D efforts, etc.
o If available, quantitative information is preferred
o Joint submissions are strongly encouraged over individual 

submissions

• Position papers and unsubstantiated claims are not useful
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How to reply to the public consultation

• Possible to provide both general comments answers to the specific questions 
• Specific Information Requests

o Sectors and (sub-)uses
o Emissions in the end-of-life phase
o Impacts on the recycling industry
o Proposed derogations 
o Missing uses
o Potential derogations marked for reconsideration 
o Degradation potential of specific PFAS sub-groups
o Analytical methods

• Comments submitted as attachments
• The consultation webform allows you to submit confidential information
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LET’S DIVE INTO THE QUESTIONS!









INFORMATION PART

• Typical PFAS uses, supply chain 
communication and chemical 
analysis

• Substitution as a phase-out 
method. Find, evaluate and 
compare alternatives

• What are the problems with PFAS? 
PFAS and human health

• Regulation in the EU and the US
• Links to sector-specific reports



• Incorporates information from 
scientific publications, reports and 
information from individual 
companies

• Links to the SIN List and 
Marketplace

• Links to reports on alternatives
• Let it be a growing source of 

information!
• pfasguide@chemsec.org

DATABASE







PFAS MOVEMENT MEMBERS



CHEMSEC CHANNELS

• Website: chemsec.org
• PFAS Guide: pfas.chemsec.org
• SIN List: sinlist.chemsec.org
• Marketplace: marketplace.chemsec.org

• LinkedIn: @chemsec
• Twitter: @chemsec
• Instagram: @no_to_pfas
• Facebook: @chemsecsweden

chemsec.org
sinlist.chemsec.org
marketplace.chemsec.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1830944
https://twitter.com/chemsec
https://www.instagram.com/pfas_movement/
https://www.facebook.com/ChemSecSweden

